
Polygamy and Mormon Church Leaders  

Thomas Woolsey 
November 3, 1805 – January 5, 1897 

 

 
‘He was the father of 27 children, also had 120 grand children and had 75 great grand children 

and 1 great-great grand child. He lived the life of a Latter Day Saint, and died in good faith and 

in the hope of a glorious Resurrection. (submitted by) Reuben Woolsey (his son).’ 

Freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com 
 

The end of 1805 proved to be a busy year for at least two families in early America. A month 

prior to Joe Smith’s birth in December, Thomas Woolsey was born in Lincoln, Kentucky, 
roughly a thousand miles south. 

 

Thomas, the oldest of fifteen kids born to Joseph and Abigail Schaeffer Woolsey, lived much 
like the rest of early Americans did at the time by tilling land in an effort to feed themselves. 

The Woolsey family lived in Kentucky until they moved to Indiana (c. 1828), which is where 

Thomas met and married his first wife, Mary Burrell in 1829. By 1834 they were both baptized 
into the Church in Kentucky. 

 

Thomas is best known in Mormon history for being a member of the Mormon Battalion, and 

being the first person to build a home in Utah. It’s also well noted in historical records he was 
the first person in the state to furrow a row of sod. 

 

While much of his life was filled with memorable ‘firsts, the one thing he wasn’t first in, 
unfortunately, was being a prolific polygamist who had a bad habit of marrying his next of kin. 

The other not so remarkable item of note, is the confusing list of whom he married. When 

trying to extract hard data on the number of kids he had, even that info is contradictory. It 
seems they didn’t count any of the kids who died in early childhood – at all. When family 

records state a couple had 13 kids, you can be assured the number is higher than that. I’ve 

tried to differentiate and point out when the info is conflicting. 
 

Three of his sisters, in addition to his widowed mother, all married John D. Lee, the fall guy for 

the Mountain Meadows Massacre. One family site noted his mother died while crossing the 

Sweetwater River on the plains, September 3, 1848. On still another site, a note was left 
warning that no one should provide endowments for her late husband, Joseph Woolsey 

(Thomas’ father).  

 
A good resource with a short bio of his mother’s marriage to John D. Lee can be found at the 

OrsonPrattBrown family genealogy site. It explains how Thomas’ father, Joseph, refused to join 

the Church, and gives info on his sisters as well. 
 

A family report from FamilySearch wrote his first wife was a woman by the name of Mary Bird 

and she, and another wife died before he did. None of the reports we found mentioned a ‘Mary 
Bird’, however, at the very beginning of the same report it said his first wife was Mary Burrell. 

The report also mentioned Thomas probably had in the neighborhood of 35 kids and not the 

over-used claim of 27, and that is the one thing we can basically agree on for this man’s life. 
 

The number of wives he had is unclear, but our best guess runs around 8-9 minimum. As is 

usually the case, there are others not mentioned because the family has either forgotten about 

them, or the husband doesn’t claim her as such. At least two family sites mentioned their 
disappointment that not enough information was out there about Thomas Woolsey. We’re not 

sure where they’ve looked, but we found an abundance of information; enough to keep a 

person busy for months on end. Sadly, the amount of info forthcoming on the wives is menial 
at best and pales in comparison to what you can read about Thomas. 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~woolsey/resources/descends/woolgen/wljsph1771notes_2.html
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=25348565
http://www.orsonprattbrown.com/MormonBattalion/thomas-woolsey1805-1897.html
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=ldshistorical&id=I14475
https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/7621875
http://www.wadhome.org/lee/chapter_06.html
http://thorn.pair.com/williamthorne1/d7905.htm#P7921
http://www.wadhome.org/lee/chapter_06.html
https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/7621875


 

In all, there are five noteworthy items in this man’s life.  
 

 The number of times he moved. We counted no less than 30 different towns he packed 

up and moved to. Keep in mind, this all took place from 1830-1858, meaning the luxury 

of U-Haul’s and freeways were in the far distant future. 
 

 His 2nd wife, Julia Ann Mitchell (1828-1896), was born a year before he married his 1st 

wife Mary Burrell, in 1829. 
 

 He married one of his step-daughters, and had 3 kids with her. This particular woman 

was known by at least four different names. She raised all three children by her maiden 

name, ‘Miles’. 
 

Note: This woman’s name is used interchangeably with another woman who’s listed as 

a wife on all the sites. No definitive info is given about wife #7 so we’re pretty sure it’s 
the step-daughter with all the different names, who ironically is also listed as wife #7 or 

8 in all the sites. Like all other polygamy family sites, info provided is typically 

confusing. 

 

 And last, but the absolute most important one of all. The mention of Jesus’ name was 

few and far between. At the end of one short biography written by a son it said, ‘he 

looked forward to a glorious resurrection’. This and one other citing in the Orson Pratt 
Brown’s website was the closest thing to mentioning Jesus, or God, that we read in any 

of his life’s ‘adventures’. 

 

 One of his wives (Lucretia Willis) was a daughter of John Willis. John Willis was one of 

the Mormons who housed the little victims of Mountain Meadows. 

 

There’s obviously a pretty good chance someone in his family is still alive considering there 
were almost 200 descendants still living when he passed away in 1897. Pray alongside us as 

we petition the Lord to intervene in the lives of these people! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~woolsey/resources/descends/woolgen/wlthms1805_1897.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killings_and_aftermath_of_the_Mountain_Meadows_massacre


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Wife/age 

@  

marriage  

(Woolsey’s 
age) 

Marriage 

Date 

Kids Other  

info 

Wife’s  

marital  

status 

1 

 

Mary 

Burell – 16 
(23) 

4/25/ 

1829 

14 Born 

OH 
4/11/ 

1813 

Died 
1859 

UT 

 
Overland Travel lists Mary’s name, 

year & age she trekked west with 

the David Wood Company. 

 
Earlylds site lists 10 kids, not 14. 

 

Freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com 
lists all a14 kids w/ names & 

dates. This link also provides 

many resources for all of his 
wives, kids, et al.  

 

None of the Findagrave sites set 
up in Mary’s name provided 

correct info, thus we’ve not listed 

a good link here. 

 
Geni.com lists 10 kids. 

Some sites like Freepages.com 

mention Thomas’ 1st wife by the 
name of Mary Bird. No further info 

was found on this claim.  

 
Boards.ancestry.com gives partial 

list of kids she & Thomas had. 

What we do know for sure about 
Mary is that she was the mother 

of 14 children & only 46 yrs old 

when she died. 

 
FamilySearch link here states 

Thomas & other men were true to 

their religion & even ‘deserted’ 
their wives to help further the 

Single 

https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/1410267
https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/1410267
http://earlylds.com/getperson.php?personID=I124783&tree=Earlylds
http://earlylds.com/getperson.php?personID=I124783&tree=Earlylds
http://earlylds.com/getperson.php?personID=I124783&tree=Earlylds
http://earlylds.com/getperson.php?personID=I124783&tree=Earlylds
http://earlylds.com/getperson.php?personID=I124783&tree=Earlylds
http://earlylds.com/getperson.php?personID=I124783&tree=Earlylds
http://earlylds.com/getperson.php?personID=I124783&tree=Earlylds
https://history.lds.org/overlandtravels/search?first-name=Mary&last-name=Woolsey&birth-year=1813&death-year=
http://earlylds.com/getperson.php?personID=I124783&tree=Earlylds
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~woolsey/resources/descends/woolgen/wlthms1805_1897.html
https://www.geni.com/people/Mary-Woolsey/6000000003735059734
http://boards.ancestry.com/thread.aspx?mv=flat&m=287&p=surnames.woolsey
https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/559088


cause. 

2 

 

Julia Ann 
Mitchell – 

16 

(40) 

1/28/ 
1846 

11 Born 
February 18, 1828 

OH 

Died 
January 10, 1896 

UT 

 

Her Findagrave page lists only 7 of 
her 11 children. 

 

Julia Ann was 16 yrs old when 
she married Thomas. She & wife 

#3 also 16 yrs old, were both 

married to Thomas on the same 
day.  

 

Nauvoo Roots of Mormon  
Polygamy lists her as  

wife #2 with 11 kids. 

 

Rootsweb.ancestry.com lists their 
marriage & 11 kids w/ info  

 

FamilyCentral.net gives variant 
b/day, w/ list of 11 kids. 

 

Her Earlylds.com page lists her 
marriage to Thomas along with 

the names of 6 other wives. No 

kids were listed on this chart. 
 

On another Earlylds page their 

marriage was listed with 4 other 

wives & 1 daughter. 
 

Geni.com shows marriage 

 
 

FamilySearch link here provides 

info on how her daughter donated 
a lock of Joe Smith’s hair to put 

under cornerstone of Cardston, 

Alberta Temple in 1923. 

Single 

3 

 

Elizabeth  

Ann 

Holdaway 
– 16 

(40) 

1/28/ 

1846 

1 Born 

July 7, 1829 

TN 
Died 

January 14, 1905 

UT 

 
Elizabeth was 16 yrs old when she 

married Thomas on 28 January 

1846.  Elizabeth & Julia Ann 

Single 

http://www.familycentral.net/index/family.cfm?ref1=5135:42&ref2=5135:45
http://www.familycentral.net/index/family.cfm?ref1=5135:42&ref2=5135:45
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=45120064
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=45120064
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=45120064
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=45120064
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=45120064
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=45120064
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=45120064
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=ldshistorical&id=I14477
http://www.familycentral.net/index/family.cfm?ref1=5135:34&ref2=5135:41
http://earlylds.com/familygroup.php?familyID=F8687&tree=Earlylds
http://earlylds.com/familygroup.php?familyID=F25528&tree=Earlylds
https://www.geni.com/people/Thomas-Woolsey/6000000007095308015
https://familysearch.org/photos/documents/5593177
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=26786645
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=26786645
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=26786645


Mitchell married Thomas on the 

same day. They were both 16, he 
was 50 yrs old. 

 

Nauvoo Roots of Mormon  
Polygamy lists her as wife #3. 

 

FamilySearch.org link here 

mentions Elizabeth marrying 
Harry Rabel in 1850 & crossing 

plains together. 

 
Elizabeth & Thomas had one 

daughter together before she 

divorced him & married Henry 
Godfutz Rabel (1826 - 1885), 8 

Oct 1849.  

 
Their daughter, Mary was born 1 

Sep 1847, died in 1850. Elizabeth 

& 2nd husband had 2 sons 

together & one daughter who had 
the same name as her deceased 

older sister. Info on her birth 

found at mormontrail.lds.org  
 

More info available at the following 

sites: 
 

Findagrave.com 

FamilySearch.org/photos/stories 
Geni.com 

Rootsweb.ancestry.com 

 

Earlylds.com 

4 

 

Mary 

Lane – 41 

(42) 

3/13/ 

1847 

0 Born 

Abt. 1805 

KY 
Died 

??? 

 
Scant info is available for Mary 

Lane. All family sites give 

repetitive stats.  
 

The following sites with any info 

are as follows: 
 

FamilySearch.org lists info on a 

sealing date of 4/13/1847. This is 

different link than one listed 
below. 

 

FamilySearch.org link here gives 

??? 

https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/2214824
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=26786616
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=26786616
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=26786645
https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/1410267
https://www.geni.com/people/Thomas-Woolsey/6000000007095308015
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=ldshistorical&id=I14477
http://earlylds.com/getperson.php?personID=I153068&tree=Earlylds
https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/1410267
https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/2214824


following info; “1847 Jun 8 Mary 

Woolsey 2nd [Mary Lane?] moves 
from Summer Quarters to Winter 

Quarters’ 

 
Geni.com 

Rootsweb.ancestry.com 

Freepages.geneaology. 

rootsweb.ancestry.com 
 

Earlylds.com link here lists their 

marriage & 6 other wives 
 

 

5 

 

Lucretia 
Willis – 

28 
(42) 

 
 
 

4/18/ 
1847 

0 Born 
Abt. 1818 

TN 

Died 
August 13, 1850 

IL 

 

FamilySearch.org gives vitals 
  

Freepages.geneaology. 

rootsweb.ancestry.com 
lists her name along w/ basic 

vitals for her & all wives. Daughter 

of John WILLIS & Jane  
Kirkpatrick.. Married Thomas on 

18 Apr 1847 in Winter Quarters, 

Douglas, Nebraska.  
 

FamilySearch link here gives 

following info; ‘1847 Apr 8 

Summer Quarters – Thomas 
Woolsey “pressed” John D. Lee to 

have the Willis girl’. 

 
Following info is doubtful – 

 

Lucretia’s name is on the Relief 
Society Membership roster, but 

with a different first name of 

‘Margaret’. It also noted she was 
married to William Wesley Willis 

on 3 March 1833.  

See Mormonpolygamy 
documents.org p.111 

 

Findagrave lists her 

vitals but wrong b/day. Not sure if 
this is the correct Lucretia Willis.  

??? 

https://www.geni.com/people/Thomas-Woolsey/6000000007095308015
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=ldshistorical&id=I14477
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~woolsey/resources/descends/woolgen/wlthms1805_1897.html
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~woolsey/resources/descends/woolgen/wlthms1805_1897.html
http://earlylds.com/familygroup.php?familyID=F17320&tree=Earlylds
https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/1410267
https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/1410267
https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/1410267
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~woolsey/resources/descends/woolgen/wlthms1805_1897.html
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~woolsey/resources/descends/woolgen/wlthms1805_1897.html
https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/2214824
http://mormonpolygamydocuments.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/JS1001.pdf
http://mormonpolygamydocuments.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/JS1001.pdf
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=124807417


6 

 

Catherine 

Lucretia 
Hickerson 

– 47 
(57) 
 

7/13/ 

1853 

0 Born 

February 2, 1816 
IL 

Died 

April 2, 1897 
UT  

 

Nauvoo Roots of Mormon  

Polygamy lists her as wife #5 
 

earlylds.com link here lists 

marriage 
 

FamilySearch.org lists their 

marriage & divorce 
 

FamilySearch link here says ‘1859 

Jan 22 Thomas Woolsey sealed to 
his spouse Catherine Hickerson 

Miles in Endowment House’ 

 

Rootsweb.ancestry.com  
lists their marriage & marriage 

ended in divorce. Catherine  

was born on 02 Feb 1816 in Bond, 
Illinois. She died on 02 Apr 1897 

in Kanosh, Millard, Utah.  

 
Geni.com shows marriage 

 

Freepages.geneaology. 
rootsweb.ancestry.com 

Provides basic info on her 

marriage to Thomas. 

 
Findagrave link here provides 

correct name w/ variant info on 

vitals, kids born, etc.  
 

She & her previous husband were 

parents of wife #8, Susan Maria 
(Marie) Miles Avery. 

 

Geni.com lists her deceased 
husband Sampson Miles’ death in 

1853. 

Widow 

7 

 

Maria  
Susan 

Miles –  

age not 

known 
 

??? 0 Birth 
??? 

 

Death 

??? 
 

Geni.com shows marriage 

Lists her as ex-wife  

??? 

https://www.myheritage.com/names/catherine_woolsey
https://www.myheritage.com/names/catherine_woolsey
https://www.myheritage.com/names/catherine_woolsey
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=31224057
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=31224057
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=31224057
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=31224057
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=31224057
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=31224057
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
http://earlylds.com/getperson.php?personID=I46979&tree=Earlylds
https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/1410267
https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/2214824
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=ldshistorical&id=I14477
https://www.geni.com/people/Thomas-Woolsey/6000000007095308015
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~woolsey/resources/descends/woolgen/wlthms1805_1897.html
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~woolsey/resources/descends/woolgen/wlthms1805_1897.html
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=31224057
https://www.geni.com/people/Sampson-Miles/6000000002801760380
https://www.geni.com/people/Thomas-Woolsey/6000000007095308015


 

Nauvoo Roots of Mormon  
Polygamy lists her as wife #6 

 

We think this is wife #8. No other 
definitive info found on her. 

8 

 

Susan  

Maria 

(Marie) 
Catherine 

Miles 

Avery – 13 
(59) 

 

7/18/ 

1865 

3 Born 

October 28, 1851 

IL 
Died 

October 5, 1916 

UT 
 

Rootsweb. 

ancestry.com lists her name as 
Maria Catherine Miles. This link 

also shows 3 kids she had w/ 

Thomas. 
 

FamilySearch link here says ‘1865 

Jun Thomas Woolsey marries 

Sarah Maria Miles, d/o Catherine 
Hickerson Miles’. 

 

Freepages.genealogy provides 
extensive info on wives & kids. 

 

Nauvoo Polygamy Demographic 
lists her as wife #6.  

Single 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf
http://www.orsonprattbrown.com/MormonBattalion/thomas-woolsey1805-1897.html
http://www.orsonprattbrown.com/MormonBattalion/thomas-woolsey1805-1897.html
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=65790818
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=65790818
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=65790818
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=65790818
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=65790818
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=65790818
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=ldshistorical&id=I63448
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=ldshistorical&id=I63448
https://familysearch.org/photos/stories/2214824
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~woolsey/resources/descends/woolgen/wlthms1805_1897.html
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_135.pdf

